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Students put on spoken word themed Student Action for Sustainahility
Open Mic ·Night at Multicultural Center keeps environment healthy at .URI
Despite the few musical
News Reporter
performances and comedy
skits performed, the event
Over 30 students gathered was to be composed mainly of
in the Hardge Forum of the the spoken word. As they
Multicultural Center at the spoke, the performers' voices
University of Rhode Island engulfed the room. They
last night, to support their filled the air with their word1?,
peers as they performed in a struggles, hopes, and dreams.
student-generated and stu- They were each rewarded
dent-judged Open Mic Night. with rounds of applause.
The sheer excitement of
According
to
the
the crowd was tangible as University at Buffalo, spoken
Stefan Correia, the facilitator word originated during the
of th"e event, stepped up to . Harlem
Renaissance.
It
the podium to give his warm became popular in the 1960s
welcome to the gathering.
within the African American
The event focused on community and has been
Hip-Hop culture and was expanding ever since.
established in honor of
It is a form of poetry, and
Martin Luther King, Jr. week. is favored because of the origThe microphone was left open inality that can be awarded to
to all individuals who were each writer. It is usually from
willing to sign themselves up the poet's point of view, and
and put their talents on dis- uses metered verse in order to
play. AU they were required communicate
a
poet's
to do was to sign the tiny yel- thoughts and ideas.
low pad being passed around
Saul Williams, a prevalent
the audience. All were wel- Def Jam poet, was used as an
come to express themselves in example at the beginning of
whichever way they wanted.
BY BRIANNA RESTO

.

the event to demonstrate this
use to the audience. His piece
"Coded Language" set the
mood in the Hardge Forum
perfectly. Once Williar:ns'
piece was presented, the fust
few student performers took
the stage.
"I thought that the event
was thought provoking and it
brought up many topics from
nonviolence to weight issues
to gender and culture issues,"
freshman Kelsey Gammell
said.
Each person's performance left an impression on the
members of the audience and
offered a sense of who he or
she was as a person.
Most of these pieces were
focused on the themes of nonviolence, justice, and hope.
Almost all of the performances were original and were
slaved over by the students
themselves.
"It was nice to see stuContinued on page 3

International Engineering Program wins
·award for innovative study abroad model
BY FARAH CASALINI

News Editor

Having been a part of the
winner's circle for a while
now, the University of Rhode
Island's
International
Engineering Program (IEP)
has yet another award to
. boast about.
Its third award of the
year, the IEP has been recognized for its excellent model
in its study abroad program
with the 2012 Andrew
Heiskell
Award
for
Innovation in International
Education.
"[URI] has developed a
ground-breaking IEP program that serves as a model
for engineering and language
educators across the country,"
the Institute of International
Education, the organization
who presented the award,
wrote in a press release.
Sigrid Berka, IEP executive director, attributed the

achievement to the students'
hard work and dedication as
well as to the university's
ongoing support of the program.
"[This award] is reflective
of not just the excellence of
the IEP students, but also the
university and its mission to
internationalize," she said.
Heading into its 25th year
on campus, the IEP is a five~
year dual bachelor degree
program, where students earn
a B.S in engineering and a B.A
in a foreign language.
One of the most unique
parts of the program is that
students spend . the first
semester of their fourth year
studying abroad in either
Spain, Germany, France or
China, and the second semester at a six-month paid internship, completely immersing
the students in a foreign culture.
Berka said other schools
with an international engi-

Today's forecast
43 °F
Here comes
the sun, little
darling ...

BY NANCY LAVIN

News Editor

To some· students, environmental
sustainability
means simply engaging in
environmentally
friendly
practices. To Theresa Murphy,
president of Student Action
for Sustainability (SAS), sustainability means much more
than that.
"My personal favorite
definition [of sustainability]
is a kind of harmony between
social, economic, and environmental
sustainability,"
said Murphy, a senior
Environmental Science and
Management major. "Socially,
people have to be healthy, the
environment has to be
healthy and the economy has
to be healthy."
Murphy is one of about 10
students in SAS at the
University of Rhode Island
working to incorporate this
kind of sustainability into
campus practice.
Murphy said one of the
group's
current projects
involves working to reduce
food waste in dining halls.
"We're trying to encourage people not to just pile
food on their plates, and later

throw it away," she said.
Recycling continues to be
an ongoing focus for the
group as well.
"I think recycling is an
effective way that we can
reach people on campus,"
sophomore member Bianca
Peixoto said. "A lot of people
have it in the back of their
mind, but sometimes they
don't Jrave the adequate
means to do so."
Senior member Adi.u~.
Blacker is also working independently on a project to hold
an e-waste drive at URI,
which allows students to sustainably dispose of electronics.
Blacker says he believes
it's important for people to
embrace the importance of
sustainability in the modern
age.
"I believe this [sustainability] is not only where the
world should be headed, but
where it is headed," he said.
"More and more companies
are incorporating sustainability into their business practices."
In terms of events, the
group is working to plan the
Continued on page 3

neering program, while they
talk about globalizing their
students, fail to successfully
cross-culture their students.
For example, she said other
schools don't require a degree
in a language or send their
students abroad for such an
extensive amount of time, not
properly p reparing their students.
"[l,JRI's] IEP has successfully developed a rigorous
model that trains students to
globalize," Berka said.
She said the complete
immersion that the program
req~ires of the students is crucial to the acquisition of special skills, including problem
solving and adaptation to
another lifestyle.
"[These students] have
the opportunity to really step
outside of [their] bubble and
see the world from the outside," she said. "If they never
Continued on page 3

Planning on going to the
movies this weekend? Then
check out our review of "The
Grey."
See pageS.
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Providence mayor warns 9/11 trial at Guantanamo may face new delay
of possible bankruptcy
PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP)
Mayor Angel Taveras
painted a bleak picture
Thursday of the
city's
finances, saying Providence
faces "devastation" and could
go bankrupt if retiree benefits
aren't cut and tax-exempt
institutions
like
Brown
University don't pay more in
lieu of taxes.
Taveras said he cut a projected $110 million deficit for
the current fiscal year to less
than $30 million but that the
city is on track to run out of
money by June. He said taxpayers and city workers have
already sacrificed - taxes and
fees have gone up, several
schools were closed and there
are 200 fewer people on the
city's payroll compared to a
year ago - and h e called on
retirees and nonprofit hospitals and universities to do the
same.
"Everyone must sacrifice
or everyone will suffer the
consequences," he said at a
news conference at City Hall.
"We need everyone to be part
of the solution."
He said the city can't
afford retirees' guaranteed
annual cost-of-living increases
about 600 retirees get
increases of 5 and 6 percent and that benefits will be cut
one way or another, either voluntarily or possibly through
court action. He suggested the
city could go the way of
Central Falls, which was taken
over by a state-appointed
receiver in 2010 and' where
pensioners' benefits were·unilaterally slashed. The receiver
declared bankruptcy on behalf
of the city"in August.
"Let me be clear: We will
reduce retiree benefits," he
said.

board approved an increase of
$2 million a year over five
years with plans for the full
board to consider additional
payments.
"We regret that the mayor
rejected this offer and hope
that we can continue our discussions and reach an equitable and sustainable solution," she said.
Taveras said the city will
support state legislation that
could compel the institutions
to pay up. He supports another bill under which the city
could collect property taxes
on buildings owned by the
nonprofits that are used for
purposes unrelated to education or health care.
The city's budget is $614
million for the current fiscal
year, 4 percent less than last
year. The city's bond rating
was downgraded in March,
from A1 to A3, by Moody's
Investor Service. The downgrading made it eligible for
state intervention under a law
that allows the state to take
cities'
over-.
struggling
finances.
One development .that
prompted Taveras' dire warning Thursday was a court ruling this week that the city cannot force police and fire
retirees to switch to Medicare
at age 65 - what the mayor
called a "reasonable" effort to
save $8 million a year.
The retirees sued last year
after the city won approval to
move them from the life-time
Blue Cross coverage provided
for in their contracts. They
asked the judge to stop the
city from implementing the
change, and the judge issued a
preliminary injunction on
Monday. _
The city is appealing the
decision to the state Supreme
Taveras has scheduled a Court.
House Speaker Gordon
town hall meeting with city
Fox, who attended the news ·
retirees for March 3.
Taveras has also been at conference, said the state
odds with the city's non-prof- · would do whatever it can its over payments they have w ith what he called "dire
to
help
agreed to make to the city in urgency"
He
said
lieu of taxes. He wants the Providence.
hospitals and universities here Providence is the center of the
- including Brown - to shell state's economy and that its
out $7.1 million more this finan cial failure would have
serious ripple effects throughyear.
The mayor said he wants out the state.
"This state depends on
the Ivy League university to
city being fiscally
make an additional $40 mil- this
lion ·in payments over 10 healthy," he said. "Providence
years. According to the city, cannot fail. "
Taveras said a supplemenBrown owns more than $1 billion in p roperty that would tal tax increase would be a last
bring an estimated $38 million resort, but it was not clear if
to Providence if it w ere taxed.. even that would help stave off
a possible bankruptcy.
as a private entity.
A year ago, Taveras
Brown currently pays $4
described the city's fiscal situmillion a year to the city voluntarily - in lieu of taxes, ation as a "Category 5 hurrisaid Marisa Qu inn, vice presi- cane."
"Unfortunately," he said
dent for public affairs at the
university. She said a commit- Thursday, "the hurricane has
tee of the Brown's governing not yet passed."

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico Convening Authority is to con- of four months to submit his
(AP) - Lawyers for at least two sider those motions before final- motion, arguing that new
Guantanamo Bay prisoners izing the charges and arraigning restrictions on legal mail that
accused of planning the Sept. 11 the men before a tribunal known can be sent to prisoners at
Guantanamo, and his pending
attack asked the Pentagon on · as a military commission.
Thursday to extend a deadline
Once charges are finalized, challenge to those rules in federfor pretrial motions, which or "referred to commission" in ql court, have interfered with his
could again delay a case that has the language of the Pentagon, ability to finish a submission
been stalled by political and the military has 30 days to that is due Monday.
A lawyer for Binalshibh
legal disputes for years.
arraign the prisoners at the base.
In the war crimes case wants a six-month extension
The attorneys for Ramzi
Binalshibh and Mustafa Ahmad against a Guantanamo prisoner because of the mail restrictions
al-Hawsawi sent letters request- accused of orchestrating the and because of delays getting
ing the extension to the attack on the USS Cole in 2000, security clearances for members
Pentagon legal official who the Convening Authority, Bruce of the legal team.
oversees the war crimes tri- MacDonald, took about two
Copies of both letters were
bunals at the U.S. base in Cuba months to review the defense obtained by The Associated
but did not receive an immedi- team's argument against the Press.
ate response.
death penalty before referring it
The dispute over legal mail
Navy Cmdr. Walter Rui-?:, to a commission as a capital at the prison has been going on
the lawyer appointed to repre- case. It was expected to take at for months. The commander of
sent al-Hawsawi, said it was least that long in the Sept. 11 the detention center, Navy Rear
likely that extensions also will case, but observers had expected , Adm. David Woods, issued a
be sought by attorneys for other the arraignment to happen as directive in December that
requires legal mail tb 'ttndergo a
prisoners accused in the attack. early as spring at Guantanamo.
The U.S. has charged five prisThe case has long been security review to ensure prisoners in all, including the self- plagued by delays. Their first oners are not receiving prohibitproclaimed mastermind of the arraignment was held in June ed materials, such as top-secret
attacks,
Khalid
Sheikh 2008 and the case began moving information or objects that
forward slowly when it was might be fashioned into
Mohammed.
Pentagon spokesman David halted by President Barack weapons.
Defense lawyers say they
Oten said the requests for exten- Obama, who wanted to close the
sions were under consideration. Guantanamo prison and try the cannot abide by the rule without
The lawyers are seeking men in civilian court. That effort violating military and civilian
more time to prepare legal was rebuffed by Congress, and codes of professional ethics that
motions addressing whether the the administration moved the bar them from disclosing any
five prisoners should face the case back to the military's war information about their clients
death penalty for charges that crimes tribunal at Guantanamo. to a third party unless specificalinclude murder. The Pentagon's
Ruiz is seeking an extension ly ordered to do so by a court.
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CONTINUED '
SAS
From page l
annual University Earth Day,
which will be h eld on April
19 this year. Murphy said the
group is hoping to increase
turnout from last year, in
which more than 100 students
visited more than 30 booths
of student organizations and
activities celebrating sustainability.
Other
major
events
include campus clean-ups,
which last year drew up to 20
volunteers, according to
Murphy.
Peixoto said she believes
the club is a great extension
of what she learns in the
classroom
as
an
Environmental Science and
Management major.
"I wanted to carry my
passion for the environment
outside
the
classroom,"
Peixoto said. "In this club,
instead of just talking about
ideas, we actually get out
there and use outreach to
spread our message."
-------

~ ----- --

IEP

- ------

--- --- ~---

From page l
do, they will always be ethnocentric."
·The IEP program has won
p lenty of awards over the
years, but Berka said the
recent marketing tactics have
increased the program's publicity, resulting in increased
recognition.
"One of our- priorities
was to get the message out
about our program," she said.
Brian Kintz, who studies
computer engineering and
German, is just one example
of the IEP' s success stories.
Kintz studied in Germany
and interned at an IAV automotive supplier, which then
offered him a job. Berka said
when he came back, his
German skills were so
advanced, the university
asked him to teach German to
students.
As a result of his tremendously improved German
skills, Berka asked him to
chaperone a trip to Germany.
On one of the tours, Kintz
acted as a translator, translating even the most technical
terms that Berka said she had
trouble understanding . .
In the past 11 months, the
IEP has won four awards,
including this one, along with

the 2011 Sen. Paul Simon
Spotlight Award for Campus
Internalization. The two
other awards were awarded
to former director of the program, John Grandin. H e
received
the
German
Academic Exchange Service
Alumni
Award
for
International Exchange and
the · Association
of
Departments of Foreign
Languages
Award
for
Distinguished Service to the
Profession.
"We owe the success of
the program to him and his
efforts," Berka said of
Grandin.

Open Mic
From page l
dents who are really talented
tie that talent into important
discussions
and
ideas,"
Gammell said.
Performers
stumbled
over words and took extended pauses to collect themselves, but they didn't let
their nerves stop them. They
were determined to say what
they had to say and be heard.

Cancer charity confronts backlash over grant cuts
\

NEW YORK (AP) - The
renowned breast cancer charity
Susan G. Kamen for the Cure
faced an escalating backlash
Thursday over its decision to cut
breast screening grants to
Planned Parenthood. Some of
Kamen's local affiliates are openly upset, including all seven in
California, and at least one top
official has quit, reportedly in
protest.
Meanwhile, Kamen has
been deluged with negative
emails and Facebook postings,
accusing it of knuckling under to
pressure from anti-abortion
groups, since The Associated
Press reported on Tuesday that it
was halting grants that Planned
Parenthood affiliates used for
breast exams and related services. The grants totaled $680,000
last year.
Planned Parenthood has
been heartened by an outpouring of support in response to the
cutoff. Besides $400,000 in smaller donations from 6,000 people, it
is receiving $250,000 from a family foundation in Dallas and a
$250,000 pledge announced
Thursday by New York Mayor
Michael Bloomberg to match
future donations.
In Washington, 26 U.S. senators - all Democrats except for
·independent Bernie Sanders, of
Vermont- signed a letter calling
on Kamen to. reconsider its decision.
"It would be tragic if any
woman - let alone thousands of
women - lost access to these
potentially lifesaving screenings
because of a politically motivated attack," the senators wrote.
Kamen's top leaders, in their
first news conference since the
controversy erupted, denied
Planned Parenthood's assertion
that the decision was driven by
pressure from anti-abortion
groups.
"We don't base our funding
decisions ... on whether one side
or the other will be pleased," said
Kamen's founder and CEO,
Nancy Brinker, depicting the crit- .
icism as a mischaracterization of
the charity's goals and mission.
Kamen has said the decision
stemmed from newly adopted
criteria barring grants to organizations under investigation affecting Planned Parenthood
because of an inquiry by a
Republican congressman acting
with encouragement from antiabortion activists.
Brinker said Thursday that
there were additional factors,
notably changes in the types of
breast-health service providers it

wanted to support. However,
she said grants would continue
this year to three of the 19
Planned Parenthood affiliates in Denver, California's Orange
County, and Waco, Texas because they served clientele
with few other breast-screening
options.
A source with direct knowledge of decision-making at
Kamen's headquarters in Dallas
gave a different account, saying
the grant-making criteria were
adopted with the deliberate
intention of targeting Planned
Parenthood. The criteria's impact
on Planned Parenthood and its
status as the focus of government investigations were highlighted in a memo distributed to
Kamen affiliates in December.
According to the source,
who spoke on condition of
anonymity for fear of repercussions, a driving force behind the
move was Karen Handel, who
was hired by Kamen last year as
vice president for public policy
after losing a campaign for governor in Georgia in which she
stressed her anti-abortion views
and frequently denounced
Planned Parenthood.
Brinker, in an interview with
MSNBC, said Handel didn't
have a significant role in the policychange.
The source also said that
Mollie Williams, who had been
Kamen's director of community
health progr'ams, had resigned in
protest over the grant cutoff.
Williams, in an email, said
she could not comment on her
departure for reasons of professional confidentiality, but she
was clear about her views.
"I have dedicated my career
to fighting for the rights of the
margina).i.zed and underserved,"
she wrote. "And I believe it
would be a mistake for any
organization to bow to political
pressure and compromise its
mission."
Williams said she was saddened by the rift because she
admired both Kamen and
Planned Parenthood.
"I am hopeful their passionate and courageous leaders,
Nancy Brinker and Cecile
Richards, can swiftly resolve this
conflict in a manner that benefits
the women they both serve,
Among Kamen's affiliates,
there were clear signs of discomfort with the decision. The
Connecticut branch received
scores of supportive emails after
expressing frustration ·about the
cutoffs and good will toward
Planned Parenthood.
II

All seven Kamen affiliates in
California, in a joint letter to their
congressional delegation, said
they were "strongly opposed" to
the policy change and were
working to overturn it.
"Our commitment to our
mission is unwavering," the letter said. "This is a misstep in that
journey and ... we will do whatever it takes to do what is right
for the health of women and men
in California."
In New York City, a member
of the Kamen affiliate's medical
advisory board said she would
resign if the decision wasn't
changed soon.
"Kamen is a wonderful
organization and does tremendous things for women, but this
is straying from their mission,"
said Dr. Kathy Plesser, a radiologist. "It's sad~"
The board of the Arkansas
affiliate issued a ~tatement noting that the decision was made at
Kamen headquarters "without
input from affiliates," and called
for the new policy to be changed.
"We hope Kamen national
will reverse its position on granting to organizations under investigation because we feel decisions of this nature should be
made only after the investigation
is complete," the statement said.
At the Orange County affiliate in Costa Mesa, Calif., executive director Lisa Wolter said
there have been lots of exchanges
with headquarters.
"We're very troubled by the
reaction, and we want to make
sure there are clarifications," she
said.
The American Association of
University Women, in protest
over Kamen's decision, said it
was scrapping plans to offer a
Kamen Race for the Cure as one
of the activities at its upcoming
National Conference for College
Women Student Leade:rs.
"AAUW is disappointed
that some are playing politics
with women's health and jeopardizing care for the most vul-·
nerable among us;" said Lisa
Maatz, the association's director
of public policy.
According to Planned
Parenthood, its health centers
performed more than 4 million _
breast exams over the past five
years, including nearly 170,000
as a result of Kamen grants.
Though comments posted
on Kamen's Facebook page
seemed to be mostly critical of
the grant decision, Brinker said
at her news conference that
donations to the charity had
increased since Tuesday.
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-EDITORIAL & OPINION
Stay Focused

Those not Rhode Island born or
bred still love being back at URI
BY NICKIETHA PHINN

Cigar Columnist

You should always prioritize your time with yourself in
mind first, but there are other factors that can get in the way
of you doing so. There are family, friends, coworkers,
acquaintances and even environmental factors that get in the
way. You can't ignore all of them all of the time, but if you
embrace each one with moderation, you'll be able to deal
with each one appropriately, not be overwhelmed and be able
to keep yourself as the center of your focus.
·
Events all throughout the campus are being held that can
help you bring yourself to a level of comfort or support those
friends who might be getting in the way of your center of
focus . A recent open mic night held at the Multicultural
Center showed how people can come together to support one
another or to go up and perform themselves. Either way you
look at it, there are groups of people who enjoy company. The
ability to do so is rewarding in itself. You might be nervous
when performing alone, but when you see a group of others
with the same feeling, it might change the w ay you feel.
If you're feeling like you can be doing something more,
there are organizations on campus that can help change that.
Groups such as Student Action for Sustainability (SAS) help
students feel connected and-environmentally aware around
the campus, among other things. Som.e might believe that
recycling or disposing of something else appropriately won't
change anything because it's only one thing, but that's not the
case.
-If one person feels that way and the next person feels that
way and the next and so on, then it becomes a never-ending
domino effect where you have hundreds or even thousands
of people not recycling, because they feel they won't make a
difference. Most of the time this happens because they aren't
aware. -This is one of those times where ·students can take a
step back and think about something else aside from their
main focuses.
Success is all around us and each of the thousands of students here at the University of Rhode Island has a separate
path planned out. It's not a bad thing to get off track in your
strive to success, but you should always keep your main goal
right in front.

I was not Rhode Island
born or Rhode Island bred;
however I have come to live,
eat and breathe Rhody. 2012
marked the start of my second
semester at URI and I was
more than excited to be back
on campus. However, there
are some students who do not
share the same intense love
fo r this school as I do.
After returning to URI, I
m et up with my friends
whom I have not seen since
the h oliday break. I was surp rised to see that some of
them h ad mixed feelin gs
about being back. I thought
that most people w ou ld be
just as eag~r to be back as I
was.
This led to an interesting
discussion about what it was
like to be back at school. Of
course we all love seeing our
frie nds again and getting
away from our nagging and
overbearing parents, but what
I had not considered was the
other side of the argument
which one of my friends
pointed out. It was interesting
to see h ow every point I
made, there was an equal and

opposite point.
For
example:
seeing
friends all day, every day is
great. Th ere is never a dull
moment, right?
True and that's great, but
that means that I have to give
up on_e thing. My privacy.
There are always people
around me no matter where I
go. I love my roommates and
suitemates, but sometimes it
is nice to just ha.ve some quiet
time. We all love those stupid
YouTube videos, but wouldn't
it be nice to go one night without "H ey dude, check this
out! This cat is actually playing the p iano, hahaha." We
are supposed to be stud ents at ·
an institute of higher education and yet we find a photoshopped cat more intriguing
than our actual classes.
Let's look back at the
tedious question asked to us
at the beginning of last semester, "What's your major?"
Every new person you meet
u sed that as the choice way to
start a conversation. Now, if
we flash f0rward to this
semester, what's the most
popular phrase you hear?
"How was your break?" And
let's be real, even if it was an
awfu l break we would never

Frequent improper grammar in
social media a constant aggravation
every ounce of self-control I
have to not call them out and
correct their mistake for them.
It's no surprise that social It's not even the intentional
media surrounds our daily mistakes, like "gonna" or not
lives. In our generation, it's one· including the apostrophe in
of the most used ways to com- "I'm" that really bothers me municate w ith one another, those I can tolerate. It' s the blaaside from text messaging. So, tant disrespect of the English
in a day and age where people language that makes me want
are always writing, whether it to throw a dictionary through
be a tweet, status or comment,
my computer screen.
· wouldn't it be reasonable to
What I just don't under·expect that people would learn stand is why people don't douthe difference between "your" ble-check what they write
and "you're?"
before they post it. It's common
I know that since I'm a knowledge that when somewriter, I am trained to look for thing is sent into cyber space, it
these sorts of mistakes. I admit stays there forever. That very
that every once in a while, even fact has been beaten into our
I make one myself. But the brains for the past four or five
amount of spelling and gram- years now. What they post in
matical mistakes I see everyday cyber world is a direct reflecon my Facebook and Twitter tion upon them and can affect
feeds is sickening. It takes
BY FARAH CASALINI

News Editor
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future job opportunities. If I
were an . employer and I saw
that a prospective candidate
had several spelling or grammar mistakes, I'd think twice
about hiring him or her.
I know that everyone's not
perfect, but I think it's reasonable to expect someone to
understand the difference
between "week" and "weak." If
you're not sure how to spell
something, look it up. It's that
easy. In a time where your
online image is pretty much
everything, people, especially
college students, should brush
up on their third grade grammar skills and take ·a look at a
dictionary every once in a
while. But if not, that's
"they're" choice. I'm not the
one who will look like an ignorant fool.
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admit that to our friends or
acquaintances. The worst part
is that we don't just fake the
answer to this question but
we pretend that we actually
have an interest in what the
other person is going to say.
Everyone has the exact same
answer, so why do we even
bother?
Thus far, my favorite reason that students give for not
being happy about being back
at school is "I have an 8 a.m.
class." Well news flash, you _
signed up for that class. There
are hundreds of courses
across a variety of disciplines
and yet students choose the
earliest class and then complain. You sign up ,for it, so
you know what you're getting
into.
Overall, when I say that
I' m excited to be back, I' m not
excited for 8 a.m. classes, or
cleaning my own bathroom
(life in the Gorhood) or having awkward conversations. I
am excited to go out to basketball games, parties and to
hang out with friends. Believe
it or not, I actually do like
coming to college to learn. My
favorite thing about being
back is having my independence.
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'The

Gr~y'

BY AUG IE KING

Entertainment Editor

Right off the bat, I have to
warn curious audiences that the
scene in the trailer for "The Grey"
where Liam Neeson tapes broken
bottles to his hand and then
stares down a wolf does not play
out the way you think it does.
Indeed, the whole movie does
not play out the way you may
think.
This is not a movie about
Liam Neeson crashing in the
snowy middle-of-nowhere and
then battling wolves for two
hours to survive. While 'The
Grey" does provide enough
scenes of wolf mutilation/ attacks
to entertain and even terrify, it is
a much more somber film that
deals with what it means to live
and what it means to die. This is
no more evident than the way
that the broken bottle scene plays
out in the actual film.

.ON

&

ENTERTAINMENT

more emotion than wolf-punching a-ction
Ottway (Neeson)is a part of
an oil drilling team in Alaska that
feels cut off from the rest of the
· world. He is more refined than
the roughnecks that he works .
with, and doesn't really take to
them as friends. But when .their
plane crashes in the Alaskan tundra, he must work with them if
they are all to survive not only
the pack of wolves whose territory has been invaded, but the elements of nature wearing them
down. The one true thing pushing Ottway forward is the
thought of returning to his wife
back home.
The plane crash is a bravura
sequence that succeeds in conveying the terror and helplessness of the situation, as pieces of
the plane chip away and the
screams of the men are heard
loudly. It ranks up there with the
train crash from "The Fugitive"
on the intensity scale. And yet,
the men only find themselves in

greater danger after this disaster.
While searching through the
wreckage, the men come across
one of their friends who was
mortally wounded. This scene
sets the tone for the rest of the
film, as Ottway "guides" and
eases the man into his painful
and inevitable death. It's stirring
and touching, thanks to the
strong acting from all involved.
Neeson may be the only star here,
but character actors Joe
Anderson, Dermot Mulroney
and Frank Grillo round out the
cast.
Shortly thereafter, a pack of
grey wolves begin to descend on
the survivors, who begin getting
picked off one by one. The
lengths that these wolves go to
when attacking the men stretch
plausibility, as wolves often
avoid humans, but I was able to
suspend my disbelief. What was
troublesome was how director
Joe Carnahan ("Smokin' Aces"

and "The A-Team") chose to film
most of these scenes at night and
in close-up. It was hard to make
out exactly what was happening
durrng a few of the attacks, which
took me out of the moment.
Carnahan also arguably uses one
too many jump scares when the
wolves pop up, slightly cheapening the film's more philosophical
bent.
Which brings me to why
"The Grey" is more than just
another survival tale (or one
where Liam Neeson punches a
wolf in the face). When they're
sitting around their campfire battling the cold and mother nature,
these men are often speculating
what they are living for when
they get home and . how it may
feel to die in this situation (recalling the scene with the dying
crewman). Even though we only
learn the basics of who these men
are (example: loved ones and
base personalities), I still felt a

connection to them, even the
token jerk of the group.
This is especially true of
Ottway, who is constantly imagining his wife in flashback
throughout the film. This recalls
Neeson's other action movie,
"Taken," and his performance
here is even better than that one.
There's a scene where he calls out
the Almighty on why he's being
punished in this wilderness,
reaching an emotional peak of
the film.
It is the true climax of this .
film's story, one that is more emotional than visceral. Those
expecting a giant battle between
Neeson and these wolves will be
disappointed, but the ambiguous
nature of the ending felts perfectly with the poem Ottway recites
in the film, "Live and die on this
day." For a movie released ,ip.
January, "The Grey" is a surrrisingly good, scary and even heartfelt film that should be seen.

LO'(~:.
I

rtl..ove, friendship, respect, admiration are the
e:m otional response of one man to the virtues of
ano:ther, •.. "
AVN RAND author of Atlas Shrugged and The Fountainhead .
r()r more information contact the .Ayn Rand Institute at:
#lovei

www.,AynRand.•org

ATTENTION:
College FreshiJJen

Earn $14. 55/hr. ( arf'er 60 days training)
working in Produc1-ion or Shipping
*Summer jobs include- $1/per hour more shir.,. dirreren.,.ial,
• Summer bonus if eligible,
• Work a 3-day workweek during summer break
• Possible in-ternship eligibili1y,
• Eligibili1y .,.o apply for $1,500 scholarship,e.,.c.
*M
· eweeken
· Must be willing t o work durlniJ

-APPLY NOWFor more d etails about" our Summer Student jobs program
or to complete application #1 , visit www . goldmedalbakery .. com/jobs
OR
Appl y in person (Mon-Fri 9:00am-4:00pm; Sat S:Ooam-12noon) at
Gold Medal Bakery** 21 Penn St.** Fall River, MA
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New Hanks movie should be called
'Extremely l.nng, Incredibly Preachy' The pen is mightier than the sword
BY MATT GOUDREAU
Entertainment Writer

II survivor to a woman named
Black with a connection to
Thomas. If this plot seems
Much like the Holocaust, cliched, believe me it is. In
September 11, 2001 is one of fact, the movie seemed deterthose events that will continmined to get as many cheap
ue to be one the darkest periemotional feelings out of the
ods in American history. Time audience by not only exploitheals all wounds, and looking ing the tragedy of 9 I 11, but
back and realizing it has been even the bombings during
over 10 years since the World War II. I might h ave
tragedy reminds me that some been touched by the story if
things don't heal as quickly as Schell was made a likeable
I would like. I can distinctly
protagonist. I do not blame
remember where I was when I the actor as this is his film
saw the horrifying footage debut, but I do have to blame
and over the years, it hasn't the writers for making him
gotten any easier discussing overly curious and whiny to
it. Historical tragedies are dif- the point of being obnoxious.
ficult to portray effectively on
While the other performscreen without coming across ances are good especially Max
as pretentious or preachy. In Von Sy<;low as the struggling
the case of 9 I 11, many films World War II survivor, they
have been made showcasing are undermined by this presome of the heroic actions of dictable and preachy story.
average people on that fateful The plot seems strung togethday. "United 93," "Fahrenheit er in a sequence solely to
9 I 11" and others all show the make the audience either cry
heroes who did the impossi- or care. There is no human
ble despite being in the worst character I can connect to, so I
of situations.
could not bring myself to be
I wish I could say that engaged in the story.
"Extremely
Loud
and
I felt like it was exploiting
Incredibly Close" was a film 9 I 11 rather than showing how
that showed the emotional it affected the average
impact of 9 I 11 on the average American and even children
citizen without b eing too who might not have underschmaltzy. Unfortunately, the stood what happened. If this
film uses 9 I 11 to manipulate did not frustrate me enough,
the emotions of the viewer the choice of music during the
with a very sad story, but attack on the World Trade
delivering it h eavy-handedly Center was typical soft piano
and without a likeable leading music that did not fit. No
character. It lacks any engage- music should have been p layment as a _viewer and over ing, which further distanced
simplifies one of the most me from the film and even
shocking and tragic events in angered me.
American history. Despite
I apologize if I sound like
being a largely fictional story, I am being too hard on this
there is no excuse for a lack of film, but I felt like I should,
imagination on the filmmak- seeing as how I was emotioner's part, except to provide ally detached from a movie
cheap and overly sentimental about 9 I 11 with a main goal
payoff in the hopes audiences of both winning an Oscar and
will connect with the film.
manipulating the audience
Based off the book by into feeling sad and connectacclaimed author Jonathan ed.
Foer, the movie centers on a
The film dragged to a
boy named Oskar Schell point I wanted to either fall
(Thomas Horn). Schell is a 9asl~ep or leave, but I chose
year-old boy with a curious not to based on my expectaand earnest nature but is tion of the film getting better.
stricken with Asperger's Once it reached the climax,
Syndrome. He is struggling the film devolved into nothwith the loss of his loving ing more than traditional
father Thomas (Tom Hanks), Hollywood exploitation of
who had an estranged rela- tragedy. I hate movies that try
tionship with his wife (Sandra to pull at my heartstrings
Bullock). Following Thomas's without a human element,
death, Schell discovers a key and this fails on all levels.
in one of his father's vases
I feel that 9 I 11 is an event
marked
with
"Black." that should never be fictionalThroughout the film, Schell ized into a feature film. It was
travels all across New York a tragedy and if Hollywood is
City, desperately searching for going to exploit it solely to
the lock that the key belongs make money, I consider that
to in the h opes of finding an insult both as a movie fan
something to remind him of and as an American. I can
his deceased father.
completely understand peoAlong his journey, he ple being touched by this film,
comes across individuals who especially those who have lost
teach him a variety of lessons someone or were directly
and even something about affected, but I don't think they
himself. These individuals would respond to this film
range from a mute World War

Write for usl
Thursdays at 7 p.m.

25% OFF with valid student ID
Excluding Gavita, soils and sale items • Offer good until May 15, 2012

NOW in two great locations! Wester~ & Newport!

105 Franklin Street, Unit 38, Westerly, RI · 401-596-0904
184 Admiral Kalbfus Road, Newport, RI · 401-619-0776 · www.growri.com

Win a Spring Break Getaway
to, a destination. of your choice at our

Join our VIP Club between Jan 24th and Feb 21St and
automatically be entered to win your own dream break.
(Maximum value $1500, URI ID required, must be presmt to win.)

But wait, there's more!
That s:am:e URI ID will nab yon a

Free
between Jan 24th andl Feb 3rd!
Buy One Appetizer and get one of equal or lesser value FREE!
{Please, one FREE appetizer per four guests)

Sponsored by Absolut I.
The Casey's VIP Card: l!at~ Drink, and be Rewarded!

Caseys -191 Old Tower tiill Road, Wakefield ·
Join us on f!acebook- caseysgrillandbarwakefield

·I

The Good Five Cent Cigar • Friday, February 3, 2012 • Page 7

CLASSIFIEDS
Help Wanted
Looking to make a difference in the life
of a child and earn professional experience? Part-time positions available after
school and weekends to work with children and adolescents with developmental disabilities in their home and community. Range of pay $10-$12 per hour.
Please contact Jane Eldredge at
Jeldredge@oscr.org, Ocean
Stattr
Community Resources, Inc. (401)7894614 or (401)245-7900.

Maine girl bouncing back after 6-organ transplant

HOLLIS, Maine (AP) - A - known as an inflammatory Alannah spent three more
9-year-old Maine girl is home myofibroblastic tumor - con- months at the hospital, with
from a Boston hospital tinued to grow in her her grandmother sleeping
healthy, active and with high abdomen, causing pain, mak- every night in a lounge chair
hopes - and a new stomach, ing it hard to eat and swelling by her bed. She battled infecliver, spleen, small intestine, her up with fluid. Surgery tions and complications from
pancreas, and part of an was· the last resort to save her the surgery before finally
esophagus to replace the ones life, and Alannah spent more being given the OK to leave.
living
that were being choked by a than a year on a waiting list
She arrived back home
Eastward Look rental, 5 bed, 3 bath, gas
for the organs, said Dr. Heung Wednesday in the 192-yearhuge tumor.
heat, all appliances, large deck with gas
It's believed to be the Bae Kim, the lead surgeon on old house on a country road
grill. See homeaway.com, #115966. Cell
first-ever
transplant of an the procedure at Children's where she lives with her
(860)380-0581, email jfs3 @cox.net.
esophagus
and the largest Hospital Boston.
grandmother and grandfaLarge, spacious 5 bedroom, 2 bath
number of organs transplantThe family was told there ther, Jamie Skolas, in Hollis, a
home, many extras in this modem and
nicely
furnished home. Walk to
ed at one time in New was a 50 percent chance town of 4,500 residents about
Scarborough beach, tennis courts and
England.
Alannah wouldn't survive the 20 miles west of Portland.
park. Will be available September 2012· Spunky and bright-eyed procedure. But without it, she
But just because she's
May 2013. $2,600/mo, security needed
as
she
scampered
around
her
had
no
chance
whatsoever.
home
doesn't mean she's ou t
also.
View
on
family's farmhouse outside
Things were more tense of the woods. Alannah has to
N arragansettbeachhomerental. shutterfly.com, email rsfolta@yahoo.com or
Portland, Alannah Shevenell than celebratory in October take nine medications each
call (413)562-0022.
said Thursday that she's glad when doctors prepared to day, some two, three or four
Updated 2nd floor, 2 bedroom condo
to be feeling well again and remove the growth and the times. Her grandparents have
Narragansett Pier. Granite kitchen, in
able
to go sledding; make a organs in one fell swoop and to precisely measure w hat
suite laundry, water - garbage - snow
snowman, work on her scrap- replace them with organs goes in and comes out of her
removal included. Quiet for studying,
Avai lable 9/1112 - 5/31113. $1,000
books and give her grand- transplanted in one tangled body; and check her blood
month.
Contact
Carol
@
mother a little good-humored piece from another child of sugar.
mytyme2050@yahoo.com
sass.
similar size.
She has an ostomy pouch
Large selection of well-maintained
The
best
part,
though?
The
hardest
part
was
takand
feeding tube attached to
homes for rent. No application fees! Call
"Being home," she said. "Just ing out her organs and the her for nutrition as she slowly
now for 2012-2013 . (40 1)789-0666 or
Li1adelman.com.
being home."
tumor, Kim said, calling it a gets used to eating again.
Acad. '12-' 13 6 BED NEW EASTIt
was
2008
when difficult operation with lots of Scars from her surgeries look
WARD, 15 Greene Lane (www.homeAlannah, then 5, began run- blood loss.
like a roadmap on her stomaway.com/vacation-rental/p303174), 43
ning
a
fever
and
losing
ach.
A tutor comes to the
"It's
probably
one
of
the
Glendale Rd (www.vrbo.com/167707).
weight while her belly most
extensive
tumor home 20 hours a week for her
Call (917)270-2185, · email mjvercilswelled. Doctors discovered removals ever done," the sur- schooling.
lo@hotmail.com.
New 3 bed 2 bath house near water.
the tumor that year and twice geon said.
Her immune system is so
Quiet dead end street, large deck & , attempted to remove it, as it
Dr. Allan Kirk, professor weak that she can't go to
driveway , laundry & central air. No ,
surgery
at
Emory · places with large numbers of
made its way like octopus of
pets, no smoking. $1,500/mo Dec-June
legs
from_
organ
to
organ
...
But
University
in
Atlanta
a
nd .the other p~ople, such as school,
$1,500/wk June - Sept. 8all--(401)8-3·1- · l
it was difficult to access what editor-in-chief
of
The church or a mall. She can't eat
7809 Marie Zarrella.
THE BEST HOUSES GO EARLY! , turned out to be a rare form of American
Journal
of raw vegetables or fruits
Eastward Look- 3 bed, 2 bath- $500/stusarcoma, said Debi Skolas, Transplantation, said no other unless they have thick skins
dent
www.homeaway.com (prop#
Alannah's grandmother, and esophageal transplant has because of concerns over
122450). Sand Hill Cove- 5 bed, 3 bathschemotherapy didn't do the been reported in medical lit- germs, and she'll never be
$550/student
www.homeaway.com
trick, either.
erature.
(prop# 122471). (508)223-2092.
able to swim in a lake because
Eastward Look North, Extra-Large 4
All the time, the growth
After
the
surgery, of the bacteria. The Skolases
Bedroom/2.5 Bath, $2 100/month nicely
furnished, includes recycling + cleaning.
Mature
students
wanted.
Homeaway.com
#379941,
email
amy.bartolone@gmail.com.

installed ultraviolet lights in
their heating ducts to kill
mold, mildew and bacteria
that might sicken Alannah.
Alannah is aware of her
limitations and what she's
been through. "Don't even
ask," she says when the subject of the medical costs,
which have been covered by
MaineCare- Maine's version
of Medicaid - <;orne up.
She's talkative and enjoys
bantering with her grandparents.
"Grammy, you're not
always right," she said to end
a conversation.
The Skolases, who took
Alannah in several years ago
but declined · to discuss the
whereabouts of her parents,
have made sacrifices for her
.' .
through the years. Their
hand-crafted-furniture business has suffered, with Debi
devoting her time to care for
Alannah, and the couple has
dipped into retirement savings to make ends meet.
Friends have organized a
fundrais er to h elp raise
money to offset the costs.
More than anything,
though, the family is thankful
for the girl's second chance at
life and to the family that
went through the pain of losing a child and before deciding to donate the organs to
help Alannah.
"That was a courageous
decision," Debi Skolas said. "I
still cry when I think . about
it."

Officers cleared for using pepper spray on dancers
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) Two police officers were
cleared
of
wrongdoing
Thursday for using pepper
spray and a baton on a dozen
spectators performing a traditional Polynesian war danceafter a Utah high school's losing football game.
Uintah County Attorney
G. Mark Thomas found that
the two officers were justified
in taking action because they
feared a riot and because they
were unfamiliar with the
Haka war dance, which is a
fan response popular at rugby
matches and football games in
other countries.
The October incident was
caught on a blurry cellphone
video, which was posted on
YouTube and has logged 1.8
million views. The footage
shows p olice pushing back the
dancers at a high school in
Roosevelt, ab out 140 miles
east of Salt Lake City.
Thomas called the pepper
spray and baton appropriate
"weapons" used by Roosevelt
officers to clear a stadium exit
that the dancers were blocking. They repeatedly ignored

police commands to "make a
hole" but they believed their
routine had the tacit approval
of school officials and football
fans, he said.
"Therefore, I do not
believe the performers 'recklessly' caused a public inconvenience," he said.
In his 21-page opinion,
Thomas found that "the officers did not use unlawful
force. Therefore, the officers
cannot be charged with criminal assault."
His finding supported the
results of an internal police
investigation, which also said
the officers' actions were justified. Thomas has said he
opened his probe at the
request of the Utah chapter of
the American Civil Liberties
Union, which d isputed h is
conclusions and noted th at his
second-by-second analysis of
the YouTube video shows
police used force only 17 seconds after making their first
command.
Tensions were high on
Oct. 20 between rival high
schools
in
Vernal
and
Roosevelt, each winless before

their final game of the football
season:
,
"There is a long history of
rival conduct which includes
occasional skirmishes during
sporting events, occasional
vandalism and lots of bravado
from athletes and fans of both
schools," Thomas wrote.
The Vernal high school
won the game over a disputed
call. A touchdown by the
Roosevelt team had been
reversed and their fans were
heckling referees, he said.
To cheer the Roosevelt
team after the loss, the spectators adopted a wide stance,
folded their arms and chanted
in unison. The two __pfficers
have said they were unaware
the crowd was performing a
Maori war dance that has long
been tradition in New
Zealand rugby games.
It h as m ore recently
spread to at least a dozen U.S.
high school football teams,
especially those with large
numbers of Polynesians.
Officer Luke Stradinger,
who deployed the p epper
spray, said in a police report
that he "never seen such an

event, or even heard of such a
thing." The police department
and the Utah Highway Patrol
were working crowd control
at the game.
Officer Wade Butterfield,
who used a baton to disperse
the group, said he became
worried about unsportsmanlike conduct by fans during
the game and said some were
yelling obscenities.
"I have seen a riot firsthand and know how dangerous they can be in an instant,"
Butterfield said in the report.
"No more force was used than
was necessary to defuse the
situation."
Joe Cohn, interim legal
director for the ACLU of Utah,
disagreed with that assessment and the county attorney's find~ng . "Force is lawful
only when it's justified, and
not for disobedience to orders
- it's for officers who believe
they face an immediate threat
of danger. There's nothing in
this report or investigation
that indicates . any-one was in
any danger, " he said.
"It was just 'make a hole,
make a hole' - and smack."
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Freshman URI point guard from Chicago Men's track team performs
shines in first year of college bask-etball
BY MIKE ABELSON

Sports Staff Reporter

When the Rhode Island
men's basketball team takes the
floor every night, freshman
Mike Powell has the task of setting up the offense every time
the ball is taken up the floor.
Not bad for someone who
was a shooting guard up until
his senior year of high school.
Powell, a point guard from
Chicago, has started 20 of
Rhode Island's 23 games thus
far and has developed into a
quality guard for the guardheavyRams.
By his own admission,
playing at the Division-1 level
has been a learning experience.
"There's definitely a learning curve, but I'm enjoying it,"
Powell said after Wednesday's
win over Massachusetts. "I'm
going to struggle as a freshman,
but I feel like' I'm working
through my struggles and now
we have two wins on the top
teams in the conference backto-hack. I feel like my play is
improving so I'm feeling
good."
Powell is second on the
team in minutes per game
(31.2), and his nine points per
game is the fifth most on the
team.

Powell averaged 18.7
points, 7.6 assists and 4.1
rebounds a game as a senior at
Brooks College Prep School and
helped lead his team to its first
Chicago city championship.
Basketball has always been
Powell's first love. He picked
up baseball in the sixth grade,
but his passion was, and still is,
the game of basketball.
"[Basketball is] what I
knew in the inner ci~" Powell
said. "That's all we did in
Chicago. That's all everybody
does. They go to the local park
and play basketball. My dad
played basketball, and he
showed me the game. He gave
me a ball and I just went from
there."
Powell was also recruited
by Texas Christian University,
the University of CaliforniaIrvine, the University of Iowa
and URI's top rival: Providence
College.
The "Second City" and
Kingston are vastly different
places both in terms of population and culture, but Powell
said that he likes life in the
Ocean State.
"When I came on my official visit I felt like this was the ·
place for me," Powell said.
"The coaches showed me a lot

of love on my visit. I had a great
time. I felt like this would be a
good team for me. It's different
from Chicago, but I'm enjoying
myself, and I have no regrets
about coming here."
Powell is part of a large
freshmen class that has logged
plenty of meaningful minutes
throughout the season. Powell,
along with freshman Jon
Holton, TJ Buchanan and
Dominique McKoy have all
earned spots in the eight-man
rotation for the Rams. They've
also built a relationship off the
court.
"I saw highlights of thqse
guys before I came and talked
to a few of them before I came,"
Powell said. "We all feel like
it'd be a good fit."
With eight games left this
season, and three more years
ahead of him, Powell said that
he hopes to improve on the
floor, win a national championship, and play professionally
after his career in Kingston
comes to an end.
Powell and the Rams are
back at it tomorrow in a nationally televised game against
Temple University.

The Shide Lines: Can Gronk walk it off?
BY JONATHAN SHIDELER

Sports Staff Reporter

For the third year in a row,
we have seen an identical
injury to a high-impact player
for a team playing in the
Superbowl make the player's
status for the game unclear.
Last year the Pittsburgh
Steelers
starting
center,
Maurkice Pouncey, couldn't
play in the Superbowl because
of a high ankle sprain.
The year before, that
Indianapolis Colts starting
defensive end Dwight Freeney
suffered the same InJury
before the big game. He went
on to play and had a strong
impact in the first half, but
was non-existent after halftime.
Enter Rob Gronkowski.
The 6' 6", 265-pound mammoth of a man suffered the
same high ·ankle sprain, like
the two mentioned above, in
the AFC Championship game
against the Baltimore Ravens.
However, after leaving the
game "Gronk" was able to
come back and play to a certain extent.
Gronkowski has become
one of the Patriots main focal
points offensively. He was the
target 20 percent of the time
Tom Brady stepped back to
throw the ball this season.
Gronkowski set records for

yardage as well as touchdowns by a tight end this year.
So with Gronk' s status
being uncertain and, more
importantly, how he will be
affected by the injury if he
plays, the players on the
offense are going to have to
step up and do things the
Patriot way.
Aaron Hernandez, the
ying to Gronkowski's yang at
the tight end position, will
have to step up and play the
best he pos$ibly can. Not only
in the receiving aspect, which
we know he can and will do,
but the in the blocking aspect
as well, where Hernandez
might not be able to fill
Gronkowski' s role.
Wide receiver Wes Welker,
has been a staple of the
Patriots offense since he came
here in 2007 and accounted for
nearly 30 percent of Brady's
pass attempts this past season.
Wes is going to have to make
sure he gets open and makes
the cuts he does on the short
underneath patterns in order
for things to open up downfield.
Next we have the ole' wily
veteran Deion Branch. As we
know Deion doesn't disappear
in the big game. He has played
in two Superbowls with th~
Patriots, combining for 21
receptions, 275 yards, -and a
touchdown. Maybe Branch is

the silver lining Pats fans can
smile about and hope to have
a big game if Gronkowski
doesn't have an impact or
can't play.
Danny
Woodhead
is
almost sure to · have an
increased role out of the backfield this week, as linebackers
will be focused on applying
pressure to Brady, containing
BenJarvus Green-Ellis, and
trying to hold- Hernandez at
bay.
As we know, having terrific offensive options is more of
luxury then a necessity to Tom
Brady. We have seen him make
Reche Caldwell, David Givens
and David Patten, just to name
a few, all very productive
receivers in their time with the
Patriots.
All we can do is hope that
Gronk can come out and have
an impact to start off the
game.- He'll have to do everything he can during halftime
to make sure his ankle doesn't
stiffen. But if he can stay
healthy enough, he might just
be able to help his team win it
all.
One thing we need to keep
in mind on Sunday though, is
that the game isn't going to be
decided by if Gronkowski will
play or not, and it shouldn' t
be. He is only one player, on
one side of the ball, on a 53man roster.

well at Terrier Invitational

BY JEFF DODDIO

Contributing Sports Reporter

At the Terrier Invitational
held at Boston University, the
University of Rhode Island
men's track team had a strong
outing. The Rams performance was highlighted by junior William Janes, who won
the weight-throwing event.
Janes, from Newport RI
was the only player on the
team to win an event. The
win, Janes' fourth career individual title, came only two
weeks after coming in second
at the season-opening Sorlien
Memorial Invitational here at
URI.
Janes won the event this
weekend with a throw of
18.53 meters. On a day with
very close results, the Ram's
weight thrower outdistanced
Monmouth
University's
Vincent Elardo by the slim
margin of .09 meters.
Fellow junior Andrew
Piscitelli also competed in the
event for the Rams, earning
seventh place, with a throw of
16.25 meters. Piscitelli had
two third place fi_nishes two
weeks ago at the· Sorlien
Memorial Invitational, in the
weight throw and shot put.
The Rams had many athletes finish in the top-10 of
their respective events. Junior
Anthony Davidson earned a
third place finish in the 500m
dash. · Davidson ran the race
with a time of 1:03.41, only .01
seconds behind the second
place finisher from Boston
University.
Rhody sophomore Angelo
De Primo earned an 11th place
fini sh in the event, with a
time of 1:05.67, which quali-

fied him for the ICAAAA
tournament.
Rhode Island also had
two athletes earn top-10 finishes in the pole vault event.
With a jump of 4.55 meters,
sophomore
James
Strawderman finished fourth,
and junior Jonathan Bartlett
finished eighth with a jump
of 4.40 meters.
The Rams also received a
sixth place finish from senior
Nate Wigton in the 1000m run
with a time of 2:29.70, which
was a ICAAAA qualifying
time. Wigton, the co-captain
of the cross-country team was
praised by head coa6h John
Copeland who said, "We're
expecting him [Wigton] to do
a lot of scoring at the A-10
championships."
Junior Shaikat Bardham
finished sixth in the 60m hurdles, while fellow juniors
Rainford Thomas and Wayne
Seaton earned top-10 finishes.
Thomas placed in the high
jump and · Seaton placed in
the 60m hurdles. Seaton also
helped Rhode Island place
fifth · out of 38 in the 4x400m
relay along with Davidson,
junior Victor Boonham, and
freshman Ben Lakeman.
The Rams are making
great strides on the track and
as Coach John Copeland put
it, "As we're moving through
the year, we want to get faster
and get · stronger, but we
mainly want to see progress.
As long as we're making forward progress, we're plenty
happy."
The Rams will compete
this Saturday at home at in a
meet dedicated to Lasalle
coach Charles Torpey who
recently passed away.
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